
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. 32 JANUARY 5 1917 No. 1 



REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

THE SUPREME COUET OF ARKANSAS DECIDES THAT LOCAL REGISTRARS ARE STATE 
OFFICERS AND THAT THEIR COMPENSATION SHOULD NOT BE PAID BY THE 
COUNTIES. 

In 1913 the legislature of the State of Arkansas passed a law pro- 
viding for the appointment of local registrars of births and deaths by 
the State registrar of vital statistics and for the payment of local 
registrars by the counties on certification by the State registrar that 
prompt reports had been made to him. 

The supreme court of Arkansas has decided that under the con- 
stitution of the State the counties can not be required to pay the 
local registrars, as they are considered to be State officers. This 
feature of the law has therefore been declared unconstitutional. 

The opinion is published in this issue of the Public Health Reports, 
page 22. 

THE NEW UNITED STATES LIFE TABLES. 1 
THEIR PURPOSE AND WHAT THEY SHOW. 

By James W. Glover, Professor of Mathematics and Insurance, University of Michigan, 
and Special Agent, United States Bureau of (he Census. 

Speculation on the chances of life and death has been indulged 
in by writers, artists, and philosophers of all ages. The dominant 
note characterizing these reflections, particularly in the mediaeval 
arts, is that Death strikes at random; that there is no law in the 
aiming of his shaft. This belief is borne out in the dances of 
death which picture the skeleton reaper leading alike the young 
and old, rich and poor, good man and gambler, in a wild dance to 
the grave. A fifteenth-century painting of a dance of death is 

iRead before the Section on Vital Statistics, American Public Health Association, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Oct. 27, 1916. 

2 Karl Pearson dwells on this theme in his essay on " The Chances of Death." 
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